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 After a þve year absence, Student Council is once again an active orga-
nization at Monroe. We have a group of 38 6th, 7th and 8th graders who 
meet twice a month to discuss issues relevant to our school. 
   Students gained Student Council seats in one of two ways. First, tra-
ditional elections were held in block classes. Interested students made 
campaign speeches and outlined how they would represent their block 
class as a Student Council member. Students were also able to apply for 
an At-Large Student Council seat. Students who chose this method were 
prompted to answer questions about how to improve our school, and 
how they would work to represent the voice of all Monroe students. 
   Both block representatives and at-large representatives are required to 
report back to their block class after student council meetings. Reps give 
a summary of meeting topics and moderate a group discussion. Reps 
are responsible for bringing this information back to the Student Coun-
cil for consideration.
   In the upcoming months, Student Council will work on a variety of 
issues, including the Holiday Food Drive, school rules and policies, and 
the School Improvement Plan. 

Equity Committee - What is it?
Come and þnd out - Equity Committee Meeting - November 

A new committee at Monroe is the Equity Committee. This group was 
started at the end of the last year based on input from staff and parents. 
Our goals are to:
     1. Review our institutional practices to ensure equitable treatment 
          and equitable outcomes for all students.
     2. A group who can advocate for equal access to school services
     3. A forum for students, parents and community to bring issues 
         relating to equity
      4. A group who reviews achievement and discipline data with a 
          focus on how different groups are under or over represented in the data.
   Some of our initial goals are examine our referral system to see if there 
is any systematic bias in our practices, to increase the number of docu-
ments translated into Spanish, and to make the entrance to the school 
more welcoming to all. At our next meeting, we will working on our 
school’s mission statement.
   We need parents for this committee. So, if these ideas are of interest to 
you, please attend.
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Message from the Principal: Peter Tromba

Drugs have become too commonplace with our young 
people in todayõs society. Unfortunately, all of our chil-
dren will be faced with the decision of whether or not to 
engage in this risky behavior. 
   Donõt miss this exciting opportunity to hear a nation-
ally recognized speaker discuss the dangers of drugs 
with our children!  Dr. Michael Leeds, a therapist and 
educator for 30 years will be coming to Monroe Middle 
School. This will be a break with the traditional MPO 

meeting; you are invited to please bring your children.  
   Michael is a magnet for kids. Heõs a dynamic speaker; 
laid back, engaging and the kids really connect with 
him.  Dr. Leeds has spoken with groups all over the 
country and abroad; we are fortunate to have him here 
in our community. 
   If you attend only ONE MPO meeting this year, this is 
the one that you and your kids need to come too! I hope 
to see you Monday, Nov. 3 at 7.

MPO Special! Do not miss this opportunity
Guest speaker will speak to students and parents on the topic of drugs in our society

Monday, November 3, 2008; 7:00 p.m.

What could be more fun than eating ice cream to sup-
port our school! We have secured four dates for this 
opportunity, and the þrst one is Thursday, Nov.
20. ALL sales will go toward our efforts. 
  Please take the kids and their friends to Coldstone. 
Buy gift certiþcates for holiday gifts for all those who 
you would like to show thanks at the holidays... your 

barista, dry cleaners,  paper boy (girl), yard service 
folks, gas attendant.... The list is endless!. 
   Donõt forget you can also purchase ice cream to go ei-
ther by the container, or even better, an ice cream cake 
for Thanksgiving! See you at Coldstone the 20th of No-
vember! Remember, the higher the sales, the larger the 
percentage Monroe gets!

Coldstone Fundraising

Dear Monroe Community,
This Monday, November 3rd 
is our third parents meeting of 
the year and a very special op-
portunity for families to learn 
together about the facts relat-
ing to drug and alcohol use 
and abuse. Dr. Michael Leeds is 
a nationally renowned speaker 
who is able to reach students 
because of his straight ap-
proach and engaging manner. 

I had the opportunity to work with Dr. Leeds when I was 
principal of Spencer Butte Middle School and his effect 
on his audience was tremendous.
   Our format for the meeting is that Dr. Leeds will be talk-
ing to a student group right in front of him. Parents will 
sit in a second layer behind the students.
   Why is this a key topic for our parents and students? 
First, this topic was the most suggested by our parents at 
our þrst meeting of the year. Second, early adolescence is 
the time when a majority of students are exposed to peers 
who are either talking about or actually experimenting 
with drugs and alcohol. Third, our school data from past 
years indicate that this issue is critical for our school com-
munity to address.

   Below is a summary of the anonymous data from our 
students taken last year. Note that this data is very simi-
lar to the data from the rest of the school district and from 
the state.

Last yearõs 8th grade students reported that during a 30 
day period they:
    7.4%      Smoked a cigarette or used chewing tobacco		
	
    22.7%    Drank alcohol					   
		
    8.4%      Used marijuana or hashish				  
	
    4.7%      Used inhalants					   
		
    2.8%      Used no-prescribed medical drugs			 
	
    0.9%      Used methamphetamine				  
  	
    2.9%      Used any other drugs			 
   One of the best ways of combating negative peer in-
ÿuence is to engage our students in conversation and 
to use understandable facts in our discussions. One 
of Dr. Leeds strengths is the way he models that ap-
proach in his work with students. I look forward to 
seeing many of you there.
    Sincerely,

    	 Peter Tromba




