James Monroe Middle School=Parent Newsletter=2800 Bailey Lane Eugene, OR 97401<(541)687-3254

February 2009
What'’s inside this issue

page 2

Principal’s message
School Board wants input
Sealant Clinic

page 3

Student of the Month
Spanish Immersion

page 4

MPO News
Track

page 5
Mensaje del Director en Espafiol
Parent-Daughter Fair
Immunization exclusion day
Ofpce cannot make change
Staff appreciates gifts

page 6

Eugene Irish Cultural Festival

page 7

Safe Routes to School

page 8

Calendar

Interested in Learning About the World?

Are you curious about global events? Do you enjoy considering differ-
ent perspectives on world issues? Do you want to make a difference in
your local and global community? Eugene IHS is the choice for you!
Eugene IHS is an award-winning alternative high school on the
Churchill, Sheldon and South Eugene high school campuses. We are
open to any student who wishes to attend. If you have an interest in the
world, love languages and culture, and enjoy learning in a close-knit,
unique environment, consider Eugene IHS as your high school choice.

Admission into Eugene IHS is through the 4] District lottery process.
All interested students must pll out a school choice form and return it to
the 4] District ofpce by March 20, 2009.

Be sure to attend any one of our information nights—the same infor-
mation is presented at each. You can pnd additional information via
our website: http://schools.4j.lane.edu/ihs/.

In the South region:
Thursday, February 5 7:00 pm, South Eugene HS cafeteria
(Additional French Immersion break-out session)
Tuesday, February 10 6:30 pm, South Eugene HS cafeteria
(South Eugene presentation to follow at 7:45)

In the Sheldon region:
Tuesday, February 17 7:00 pm, Sheldon HS cafeteria
Thursday, February 19 7:00 pm, Sheldon HS cafeteria
(Spanish Immersion session immediately following)

In the Churchill region:
Thursday, February 12 7:00 pm, Churchill HS cafeteria
Tuesday, February 24 7:00 pm, Churchill HS cafeteria
Please contact a Eugene IHS ofpce for more information, or click here
to go directly to the 4J District school choice web page and print the
school choice form: http://www.4j.lane.edu/choice.
Eugene IHS @ Churchill Lynne Given, Secretary
687-3438
Peggy Farris, Secretary
687-3171
Eugene IHS @ South Eugene Sue Martichuski/Mindy Schifberg,
Secretaries  687-3115

Eugene IHS @ Sheldon




Message from the Principal: Peter Tromba

Dear Monroe Community,

During the last month, | have been
to a number of meetings with Eu-
gene School District Superintendent
George Russell and his staff regarding
the budget for next school year. We
have faced cuts in the past; however,
the coming two years look to be espe-
cially challenging. Based on the most
recent news from state ofpcials, 4J is
expecting a budget shortfall of $14-
$17 million for next year. That’s about
10% of the district’s operating budget
or equivalent to the cost of operating
two of the district’s high schools for
one year. A survey is available on the district website
(www.4j.lane.edu) for anyone to help rank the priori-
ties the district should use in making reduction deci-
sions.

All of the information | have received suggests that
Monroe, like every other school in the state, will need
to get by with a reduced budget next year. This re-
duction will be both in our supply budget and in our

school programs and it will likely
mean we cannot offer the full range of
classes next year. Monroeis Assistant
Principal, José da Silva, and | will be
working with staff, parents, and other
community members to help identify
key priorities before we make our bud-
get for next year.

Generally, we will work to preserve
the core academic and elective pro-
grams that make the Monroe Middle
School experience rich for students and
that prepares them for high school. We
will also aspire to maintain the sup-
port services that help students and
staff achieve these academic goals.

The budget for next year will be the sole agenda item
at our February 4th Site Council meeting at 3:30 in the
library. We will also discuss this topic at our March 3rd
parents meeting and at our Latino parent meeting.

Sincerely,

Peter Tromba

4] preparing for signipcant budget cuts
Give the School Board and Budget Committee your ideas

The Eugene School District is preparing for signipcant
budget cuts, due to the worsening Oregon economy
and declining projections for tax revenues.

The district is inviting input on budget priorities and
possible budget-balancing strategies via an online sur-
vey at: <http://www.4j.lane.edu/>www.4j.lane.edu.
The survey will be open through Sunday, February 1.

Based on the most recent news from state ofpcials,
4] is expecting that our budget shortfall could reach
$14-$17 million for next year. That’s about 10% of the
district’s operating budget or equivalent to the cost

of operating two of the district’s high schools for one
year.

The 4] Budget Committee and the School Board will
need to make some difpcult choices about stafpng, pro-
grams and services. We sincerely appreciate our com-
munity’s long-standing support for our schools and
our students. Please take a few minutes to respond to
the survey and to provide suggestions and comments.
The results will be shared with the 4J Budget Commit-
tee prior to their February 9 meeting.

Children’s Free Sealant Clinic

The Children’s Free Sealant Clinic will once again be
held at Lane Community College (LCC) Saturday,
February 28th. The clinic is aimed at children 7-14
who have limited access to dental care. A parent or
guardian must be present. The clinic will provide an
examination, plms and sealants on cavity free molars

to those arriving between 9:30 and noon. A Vier re-
garding the sealant clinic in both Spanish and English
is available upon request. For more information you
may contact Linda Eichner at (541) 687-3232 or Dr.
Carolyn Cantrell at (541) 687-2156.






